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President's Message by T erese Amidei

Dear Colleagues,

I'm excited to tell you that ILAEYC is going to have an E-Newsletter! Every member
needs to update or give an email address to receive the newsletter. There are two ways to
do thisg
1. Go online to www.naeyc.org and update your information
or
2. You can call Donetta Braner at 217-529-7732 or
Donetta836@illinoisaeyc.or

The E-Newsletter will have a great amount of information about what is happening around
our state. It will also give articles from Early Years Are Learning Years. | think you will en-
joy receiving the ILAEYC E-Newsletter, so please update or give your email address!

Thank you so much for you continued membership and support of GOAEYC.

Attend Chicago Metro AEYCQ@

New Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Workshop

Develop your professional skills and advance your knowledge about your
linguistically and culturally diverse students.

REGISTER TODAY
April 21 at the Marriot Chicago Midway
April 28 Hyatt Regency OOHare

Call 312-427-5399

Or
www . chicagometroaeyc.org
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Book Reviews by Amy Vandament of Bookvine for Children

Courage of Blue Boy , Robert Neubecker

The message of Robert Neubecker’s most recent book is sophisticated yet simple enough for
preschool-age children to grasp. When a blue little boy with a blue calf decides to set off to find all of
the colors of the world, he takes a big leap that takes him far away from his blue world. He travels to
many lands only to find that each one is monochromatic. Unsatisfied with these worlds, he continues
until finally one green sea voyage takes him to a big, beautiful, multicolored city. He falls in love with
the variety of experiences in the city until he realizes that nothing in this new world is blue. Frightened
and perplexed that he doesn’t belong, the blue boy hides in his room until his creativity helps him
share a little of his blue poetry and his blue music with the world. In the end, he realizes that you can
hold onto your identity while enjoying a mixture of many different cultures. After all, a little of every hue
provides a richer palette for everyone. Bold illustrations and bright colors will engage younger listen-
ers.

What Do Wheels Do All Day?, April Jones Prince, lllustrated by Giles Laroche

It spins, it rolls, and it circles. It helps us push, pull, tow and pedal. Some have spokes and some have
gears. Life would be at a standstill without our circular friend, the wheel. Skateboards, tow trucks,
wheelbarrows, and a wheelchair are just a few of the types of tools pictured in this book that use
wheels. The illustrations are constructed of paper cuts that give depth to each scene and bring all of
these wheeled-conveyances to life. The detail of each page is not overwhelming but just enough to
give us a sense of the most important parts of the wheel, whether it is a gear in the inner workings of a
clock or a wheel on a unicycle. It may be stationary, but the ‘round and round’ of the wheel in this book
is interesting and engaging. This is a perfect book to point out just how many wheels are intricately
involved in a single day of everyone’s life. This book would be effective in searching the classroom for
different kinds of wheels or a springboard for a field trip to a factory or fire station. The language used
on each page is brief but effective in that it describes what the specific wheels are used for.

Boo and Baa Have Company , Lena and Olof Landstrém

Set on an autumn day, this story of the famous Boo and Baa (a pair of well-appointed sheep) of Lena
and Olof Landstrdm’s books shows us just how teamwork and ingenuity can tackle the most difficult
tasks. Unknown to the sheep, a cat climbs up the tree where raking is underway beneath the
branches. A squeaking and meowing wheelbarrow turns out to be the cat seemingly stranded high up
in the leafless tree. (The first few pages play like the best comedy routine where the audience knows
far more than the players.) When several solutions to free the cat from the tree do not work, the sheep
break for a lunch that would make any listener hungry. The ingenious and sometimes silly problem
solving of the sheep-duo will have everyone laughing at the resulting mayhem. While their methods
are questionable, their concern for the cat’s well-being is touching. The details of their living quarters
illustrate how well the Landstrom’s depict daily life with grace and interest. A good book for story time
with a group as well as a single child nestled on your lap.
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Lobby Day 2007!

OWhat a great experience!O

OAll site directors should make it top priority

to attend and become informedO

-those were just a few of the comments from the
GOAEYC members that attended our 2007
Lobby Day event.

Thank you to all who attended our Lobby Day
event in Springfield, lllinois on February 28,
2007. What an exciting and informative day we
had!

Our day began early as we boarded our luxury
coach on our way down to the capitol. Once
there we were met by ILAEYC President, Lori

Longueville and ILAEYC Lobbyist Betsy Mitchell.

We were educated about current legislative is-
sues affecting the early childhood community.
We were given talking points to use when we
went to the legislative floor to speak with our
congressmen and women. We were also hon-
ored with a guest speaker, Louanner Peters,
Deputy Governor of lllinois. She gave us all a
look into how early childhood issues will be ad-
dressed in the Governor’s 2007 budget. (If you
havenOt seen the details of the budget yet,
please visit our GOAEYC web site at
www.GOAEYC.org for more information. It cer-
tainly benefits children with sweeping education
and healthcare initiatives.) From there we
headed into the state capitol and pulled our local
legislators off the floor to speak with them about
our experience and concern over issues facing
the children and families we serve. The re-
sponse from them was more than we had hoped
for! We finished our day back at the conference
center for a debriefing on our work at the capitol.

Before you knew it our day was over and we
were boarding the coach bus to head back
home.

As you can see, we had quite a day! As | men-
tioned in previous mailings, this is going to be an
annual event and commitment for us here at
GOAEYC. This is a great way to make a differ-
ence and become educated about issues that
relate directly to the children and families you
serve. As commented on by a GOAEYC mem-
ber who attended, this is an event that all center
directors should seriously consider attending.
The information that you can gather AND share
with ILAEYC and legislators in Springdfield is cru-
cial.

| ask that all early childhood professionals
please make every effort to attend our 2008
Lobby Day. This is an annual event that will oc-
cur during the February/March time frame. At
this time we do not have an exact date set- but
please watch this space for more specific de-
tails. | will be sure to let you know as they be-
come available. If you have any questions, or
would like more information, please contact me
via the Contact Page at our web site at

www.GOAEYC.org.

I look forward to hearing from you!

-Denise Tenyer
GOAEYC Board Member
Public Policy Liaison

Above: Betsy Mitchell
ILAEYC Government Consultant

Left: Louanner Peters
Deputy Governor of Illinois
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10th Annual Oakton
Infant Toddler Conference

Saturday April 21, 2007
Oakton College

Remember:
GOAEYC Spring Conference
Harper-College

Saturday. May, 19

Keep nfor med',

Get the latest legislative
info from the local, state,
and national arenas.
Sign up today for
GOAEYC's
Urgent Action Alerts at
www.GOAEYC.org—
click on the
Public Policy page.

e it

GOAEYC Board Nominations
2008 Governing Board

As a member of GOAEYC we encourage
you to join the Governing Board.

The positions of Treasurer, Membership
Secretary, Vice President of Professional
Development and Member at Large are
open for the 2007 Election. If you are
interested or have questions, please
contact: Jeanne Neifert

847-566-5048 or sjn6l2@comcast.net

GOAEYC Board

Terese Amidei Molly Babu

President

Sharyl Robin
President Elect

Karla Berra

Treasurer Linda Hermes

Jeanne Neifert

Colleen Scheitz Elaine Quinn

Vice President

Professional Denise Teyner

Development Linda
P Wywialowski
Carol Allar
Vice President
Organizational o Please '
Development visit our web site
regularly
Martha Westerburg www.goaeyc.org
Secretary

GOAEYC Board Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month (excluding

June, August, and December) at 6:00 PM at the Buffalo Park District, 530 Bernard, Buffalo

Grove.
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Michele Robinson
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Parent Education Matters
by

Elaine Quinn

Center Director

true for some subjects,st@ften just a simple,
strategically placed brochure explaining an issue,
i.e. Ochildhood immunizationsO, or posting an
informative sign with an important but easily
overlooked messagé/le can be agents of

change for children and families ins2dentury if

we realize how easy it is to access information
and resources on the intern&¥e need to be

One of the responsibilities of any
NAEYC accredited center and, for that matter
any efective childcare center is Oparent educa
tionO.With the time constraints and demands . , ) ,
placed on parents today® a wonder that they come familiar with the sites that continuously

are able to research their medical needs. much provide valuable information for families with
less the parenting and educational materials re young children. Qganizations such as GOAEYC

quired for informed parenting decisiorihe and NAEYC provide a wealth of information on

days of raising a child in a community envifon their web sites and in their newsletters.
ment where numerous adults help parents rein
force solid character values, or where positive
role models are the norm are gone b decades ag
Today there are few institutions oiganizations
that understand that family time is to be-pre
served and protected. Instead, todgadents

face new threats within their own home from the
nightly news and’VV programming to the inter

net sites accessible to anyone who can reach the
keyboard.

Another source that is often overlooked is
Bhe parents themselves. Get to know your par
ents and tap into their strengths and talents for
them to share with the other parents. Most par
ents are thrilled that you would invite them to
share their expertise with others. ©aifin the
askingO, as they sago take a little time each
month to read the professional materials that
come your way; explore your favorite early
childhood/parenting web sites and network with
your parents to uncover one simple jewel of in

So what can we, as early childhood ; on th b q d quid
professionals, do to help lessen the load for these 0rmation that can be used to support and guide

dedicated and loving but over burdened and your parent communltylt(_s Important to re
stressed out parentshe answer is plentyWe member we, the early childhood profesfsmnals,.
can place information in their path that speaks to and the parents are a team that share |_nformf31t|on
the safety of their children and information that and resources for the welfare of the children in
directs them to the places they may need to go to0Ur care.

give their child the services and advantages they

are entitled to receive.

| think we often approach parent educa

. . - - * ne g
tion as having to develop a detailed adult cur B N N 1
: . TN R g %
riculum rather than as gentle reminders or subtle ‘.;‘."‘"ni..,.j‘.“" o
- - . . .ll' ean o*
guidance.We fall into the trap of thinking that BT
o : 258 2
parent education is a formal and detailed pro % oo,
- .’
ram that requires hours of research and-plan Ry
%Y

ning given by an Oexpert@hile that may be
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Calendar of Events by Sharyl Robin

Call (847)640-9590 for more information or to register for any of these workshops

Time to Move Up Tuesday A Mother’s Arlington Hts.
Transitions for Everyone April 17 Touch
Sibling Rivalry Monday EC Center at Schaumburg
April 23 Roosevelt
Univ.
Guidance and Discipline Tuesday Sears CD Hoffman Estates
Center
May 1
Pesticides and Kids: Safer Wednesday St. Emily’s Mt. Prospect
Pest Management School
May 2
Fighting Children’s Obesity Tuesday Sunshine Prospect Hts.
Through Good Nutrition May 8 Nursery
ay School
Take the Sting Out of Wednesday Buffalo Grove Buffalo Grove
Summer May 30 Park District

GOAEYC
Scholarship Money

If you are a student, classroom
teacher or center director and
a member of GOAEYC, you
may be eligible for professional
development funds of up to
$500. These funds can be used for
classes and conferences. Contact:
Linda Wywialowski
847-991-1030 to receive
an application.

* 3 scholarships awarded so far
this year!
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Job Board
1. Food Prep/
Specialist/Cook
Children!s World
Buffalo Grove, IL
847-459-6995

2. Teacher
Montessori Learning
Center
1015 W. Golf Rd.
Hoffman Estates, IL
847-882-7727

3. Teacher
Rainbow Academy
Carol Stream
630-668-8088

4. Teacher Asst.
Ray Walker
Head Start

653 Windsor
Schaumburg
847-598-1035

5. Teacher
Two Rivers
Head Start
Carpentersville
FAX: 630-264-1151

6. Teacher Asst.
Children!s
Home + Aid
Palatine
847-991-1030
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